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The stories told in this document are based on actual events that have occurred in the lives of clients of
Directions For Youth & Families. The identities have been altered to protect the children and their families.
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Maybe you know that 33% of girls and 17% of
boys will be sexually victimized by age 18."

And maybe you’re well aware of the fact that
over 80% of juvenile sexual assaults occur in the
victim’s home.?

You might even know the Ohio teen birth rate is
45.6 per 1,000 females ages 15-19.3

And you may also know that an Ohio child is born
Into poverty every 21 minutes.®

. | It’'s even pdssible that you are aware of the'recent

& research that indicates a 113% increase of swcrde
N youth under the'age of 15, 2 or that over half of
juvenlle V|ct|ms of violent crrme go on to commlt

To help children and families
such as the ones featured in this
year’s The State of the Child,
Directions For Youth & Families
provides outreach, prevention
and treatment programs.

These programs help children
with behavioral issues, alcohol
and drug addictions, and
school problems.

They help children learn decision
making skills regarding teen sex
and pregnancy, conflict, and
criminal activity.

They have programs for children
who have been the victims of
physical and sexual abuse, who
have witnessed acts of violence,
who have lost a loved one to
homicide, and who have given
birth to children while still
being children themselves.

But that’s not all. Directions
For Youth & Families also

helps children understand

the importance of tolerance,
acceptance, abstinence, respect,
self-esteem, responsibility,

and hard work.

As a result of the efforts

of the staff and volunteers
at Directions For Youth &
Families, Franklin County has
saved millions of dollars in
reduced costs of prosecution,
incarceration, property loss,
and child welfare.

More importantly, however,
thousands of area youth have
received the direction their
lives so badly needed.
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State of the Child 2004 Report

Clients Served in Fiscal Year 2003

July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003

Prevention Programs
Treatment Programs
Parenting/Early Childhood Programs

Total Served

Statement of Revenue and Expenses for Fiscal Year 2003

July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003

Revenues:

Government
United Way
Contributions

Fees for Services
Investment Income
Miscellaneous
Management Fees

@

TOTAL: $

Expenses:

©+

Program

Support Services
Management & General
Fundraising

TOTAL:

©

Surplus:

©*
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3,528
3,340
1,107

7,975

4,539,864
1,486,485
350,498
147,469
20,888
29,363
271,843

6,846,410

6,180,793

440,909
180,601

6,802,303

44,107
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j{piive Jlbtlead elgot stolas But these statistics are only that, statistics. They /j

don’t tell us what it’s really like to be a child toda&.: | "
To truly understand, we need to look at the lives' e
and challenges of today’s youths. . i

Eight stories that give you a little glimpse into
some of the challenges that face our children.

Eight stories that represent the more
- than 5,000 children served each year

by Directions For Youithi&iFamilies| On the following pages, you’ll read eight different

stories about ten different local youth and their'fgé i)
families. Some of these stories will be disturbing},;f '? e
some will be uplifting, some will be encouraging‘,Ei !
and some will be downright shocking. But each o'f N
them is true, and each will give you a little gllmpse
into how difficult being a child can be. '

e Lz e s

Eight stories that show the need for your help.

ngHank you.

| fEThénk you for reading theée stories..

Thank you for supportlng il (e | .
| _Ilﬂ.ll;)‘rre.ctlons For Youth & Famllles | B THIS IS THE 2004 i
g STATE OF THE CHILD Lk

|1And thank you for carrng _ i
j about central Ohio’s children. - . IN CENTRAL OHIO. i

When you have finished reading the 2004 State of the Chl|d| ' i

il please pass it on to a friend. Thank you. 3 i';-
To learn how you your famlly your o Ry H

_ organlzatlon or your business can help
AR Drrectlons For Youth & Families,

please call 614-294-2661

or visit www.dfyf.org.

1. The Future of Children “Current Information
of the Scope of Sexual Abuse” by Davis Finkelhor
2. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention:
Juvenile Offenders and Victims
3. Children’s Defense Fund
4. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention:
Violent Victimization as a Risk Factor for Violent
Offending Among Juveniles
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Cameron & Hannah ZACK

1 B Q: How old are you?

Cameron: 9. 1

L Hannah: I'm 10.
. Fapruary \
i gt \_\Q‘)QN\\\J\
B oo reading \
.; ey . ivan \N‘“e(\ \JO“ 1 ]
o] Q:  Where do you live* oear 728K o ad 1T ot Sure o e it you \
u | . 0 . . . . 0‘ fm 0‘. M \
! , Cameron: We just moved in with Aunt Patti. i e 0 Feoruary _— please \
M _ i with Yoo \
Hannah: She doesn't like us. ! “3‘\'“;: g B pcast oy ) Wor e\\\ez\z“ youe 2 \
Hie Cameron:  She does too. s el 10 hapty and oy
Bl 't fing when ¥° g | e 0 I.
g bt = Hannah: Well, | don't like her. | yqow YUt 8 ¢ 4 roter 2 g gster.
! | r \00 0 {ie
| koow et ¢ for YU
a1 : . s WO
I Q: Why did you move in with your aunt? ¢ thing s £l 10 &, Wt 27 o0
i | . . ) (B =\
BERE Hannah: Children’s Services makes us live there. s @  100) (e of you.
Hilig o frem @ B 1 e o0 @ o0 10
! Cameron: We can't live with Mommy any more because her new husband ‘ L our grandre oow. e oy ot sk \JQ\\‘\O
i Frank was mean to us. o qoing 10 I with Y e Some & <o p Wil aleondh '.
| Bl You're ¢ e {0, PiESE wateh it gL T8 '.
5 ' i 10 3K you 1 S an eyt . | \'n
| Q:  What did he do to you? s ot ﬁa\‘d  apyting, St A fnds (S0 \ '
: ) ) i . g Tl
; Cameron: He touched us in places where no one is allowed to touch us. e T dam anyting e thel 0 your CO\\Q%)\\QQ
| _ ugs, B\l fo ¢
Hannah: Why are you lying? He never touched us anywhere. % a \ittle eXR ey, MK e Of \d 90 ;
| . . W - LN
'I Cameron: Yes he did. He used to touch me all the time, and | heard you cyery e A ey S ed 00 ot Wit \Joum "
i crying when he went into your room at night. gant set € & : thres
| olering
! . : ¢ | g oown ™ o daing s
i Q: So, Children’s Services moved you from your mother’s house \\N\S\\' mpeining & \ o ey T
AR to your aunt’s house because your step-dad was sexually \ess fime 90“ ot anes, 14 ek you &
g il abusive to the two of you. Do | have that correct? e 1y O 1o ol you agehall 8
| Cameron:  Well, first they moved us to a foster home, and then another \ 4 o ek in e, ! L1 e 5 tetter MO
[* . . \§\ could ¢ g went, an
g one, and another one. We lived in 4 foster homes before we | o oW YO &y
. went to live with Aunt Patti. iy -
i e 8 4ood SO ad
i i ) You
f Q: Why did you keep moving from foster home to foster home?
' i Hannah: The people kept touching us. They were abusive. 1 Moy

) ) R Over 86,000 Ohio children are being raised by a grandparent.*
One out of every 3 girls and one out of every 6 boys will be sexually victimized by the age of 18.* In 2003, Directions For Youth & Families served 7,200 children and their families.

* The Future of Children “Current Information * Children’s Defense Fund
of the Scope of Sexual Abuse” by Davis Finkelhor
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Classmates start calling Christopher “Chrissy”

“What can | do about it? The teacher said something
about sticks and stones. What the h--- does she know?”

Bullies steal money from Christopher.

“What's Dad going to say? He's going to think I'm a p----"

Christopher is repeatedly beaten up by classmates.

“It's the same thing, over and over again. And if | tell
the teacher, these a--holes will beat me up even worse”

Christopher is locked in his locker.

“F--- this. | can’t take it anymore.
'm never going to school again”

Christopher is suspended for skipping school.

“What the f--- do | care if | can't go to school for a
week. That's a whole week without getting my a-- beat”

Christopher begins classes at the Crittenton Community School.

“Since | got here, all | worry about are tests and stuff instead
of worrying about getting beat up or locked in my locker”

TR i B e Rl e
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Last yar, Colubus City Schools had

Since it’s inception in 2002, the Crittenton Community School, operated by Directions For

Youth & Families, has helped 80 children who were struggling to succeed in traditional schools.
* Ohio Department of Education
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Cameron:
Hannah:

Cameron:

Q:
Hannah:
Cameron:

Hannah:

Q:

Cameron:

Hannah:

Q:
Cameron:
Hannah:

Cameron:
Hannah:

They were not. You just kept complaining until they'd move us again.

Well...maybe they didn’t touch us...but they didn't love us, not
like Mommy. | wish we could live with Mommy again, but they
won't let us, just because of the lies Cameron said about Frank.

| told the truth, and you know it. Frank’s a mean person. | hope
he isn't hurting Mommy.

How did Frank make you feel?
He never made me feel like nothing.

He stole my heart. | felt empty, just like he reached in and
pulled out all the good stuff. | was sad. He stole me heart.

He didn’t steal nothing from you.

Cameron, do you still feel like that?

No. | got my heart back. Mandy helped me find it.
And the doctors helped, too.

And who is Mandy?
She’s the lady from Directions.

How are things going now?
Much better.

No they're not. We still don't live with Mommy because Frank
still lives there. And Aunt Patti is super strict. And why are you
even talking to us about this? Nobody cares about us.

Aunt Patti cares. And Mandy cares. And Mommy cares.
Why would anyone care about us?

In 2003, Directions For Youth & Families helped
122 children who were victims of sexual abuse.




JADA & KENDALL JACK

1987 * Kendall is born to a 17-year-old single mother. ER Y S i ;
* The father is one of Kendall’s mother’s “Johns” W oEnelicg e
i .:I | ':.
. . i
1988 Jada is born to a 16-year-old single mother. T Mom lEft fOUI’ years ago-

It’s just me and Dad now.

’ * The father is a neighborhood boy who makes it to the | : I , bl
| Most of the time, it’s just me.

hospital just minutes after Jada is born.

1990 . « Jada’s mother and father get into a big fight.

« Jada’s father finds a new girlfriend, and he never speaks i
to Jada or her mother again.

He’s got lots of other stuff going on.
Work. Basketball. Friends. Poker night.
He shouldn’t have to be tied down to me.
I’'m 13. | can take care of myself.

1998 « Jada’s mother is arrested for drug trafficking. i g
+ Jada goes to live with her grandmother. i

gy = (e el el i T g i e A
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2000 + Kendall and his mothers new boyfriend start fighting. .
+ Kendall’s mother kicks Kendall out of house. bl

It’s best that he’s busy anyway.
When he’s home, he just yells at me.

« Kendall moves from friend to friend, and eventually starts e
to live on the streets, selling drugs for money.

The doctors said I’ve got ADHD.

T D L R R T i e . e e e T DT e e S o e

2001 » Kendall and Jada meet at a party and begin dating. i Dad hired me a tutor.
| don’t really need a tutor.
2003 « Jada gives birth to baby boy, Devin. I can get gOOd grades When I want to.

s e e YA i

* Kendall moves in with Jada, Devin, and Jada’s grandmother. i

But why should 1?
I don’t need school.

e e e T L e

i

2004 + Jada and Kendall get into fight over Kendall talking
: to some other girls.

| need a dad.

« Jada’s grandmother’s house is shot up.

| * Kendall claims it was rival drug dealer.

+ Jada’s uncle thinks it was Kendall.

* Kendall is found beaten in an alley.

+ Jada and Devin move into crime-ridden apartment
with Kendall.

- —= — = - — — = —
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Almost 30% of Franklin County teenagers live in a single-parent home.*

. . - . ] In 2003, Directions For Youth & Families helped 1,168 families
Last year, Directions For Youth & Families helped 117 girls deal with the challenges of teen pregnancy. who were referred through Franklin County Children’s Services.

Franklin County recently ranked 87th out of Ohio’s 88 counties for the number of births to teens 15-17.*

* Annie E. Casey, Foundation KID * U.S. Census Bureau



BRIANNA

——

| sit here.
| wonder.
What good am 1?
Would anyone care,
If 1 were to die?

Prom queen.

Honor roll.

What's it all mean to me?
The pressure’s too much.

I long to be free.

We've got money.

And cars.

And everything | desire.
How long will it last?

Will we be poor tomorrow?

I get mad.
I get scared.
I don’t know what to do.
I don’t know who's lying.
Or who’s being true.

My father.
My mother.
They’re so old.

I should make them happy,
By doing as I'm told.

And | have.
I’'m good.
But I can’t earn their trust,
They have no faith in me.
Something separates us.

Be home on time.
Do your homework.
They scream and yell,

But I'm doing all those things.

What the hell?

School’s easy.

All As,

The teachers are happy.
Everything’s great.

But I still need therapy.

TV shows.
Movies.
And books.

They all say high school is fun.
Especially if you've got the looks.

It’s not fun,
It's work.
And stress,

I’'m not sure | can take it.
My life is a mess.

I should be happy.
I should have fun.
And live life with a smile.

I should hang out with my friends.
Just relax for a while.

But I can't.
And | won't.
I refuse to be small.
I wish I were like other girls,
And found happiness at the mall.

| sit here.
| wonder.
What good is it all?

Maybe it'll be better in college.
Maybe it'll be better next fall.

1C1 *
Nearly 20% of teenage deaths in Franklin County were due to suicide.

Each year, Directions For Youth & Families helps over

i i - ive behavior.
ith violent and self-destructiv
bk * Ohio Department of Health

Almost 50,000 Franklin County children live in high poverty neighborhoods.

i i i fit from the programs
ring 2004, over 350 children W|I_I _bene
(E)futhegll:)irections For Youth & Families Short Stop Teen Center.

* U.S. Census Bureau



I can never tell anyone where | live. Not cause it’'s a
secret or nothin ' But cause we're al ways novin'. at | 'mgetting

one .
L on 10 o attention 1O
Sonetines we live with ny sister Tiana. And soneti nes S \

wth ny other sister Jayla But vhen we stay wth Jayla, ny i 7 -m'\s‘\tje ina
big brother Janal is there. And he ain’t rice. He got a '

bunch of friends that always tryin’

to get us to help ‘emsel|l drugs and stuff.

V¢ had our own house last year. But Dad split. Mmsay she
can't pay no rent wthout his good-for-nothin’ butt. (She
didn't say “butt ™, bt 1'mnot alloved to say the word she
used.) Then he noved back in with us when we was stayin’
wth Jayla H even stayed with us at the apartnent that the
social services lady got us. But we got kicked out cause
Dad spent all his noney on beer.

M other brother Darius don’t live wth us no nore. H
used to live with sone famly on the west side. But now he
lives wth sone friends of his

so he can go to the sane school .

| @n’t been to school in a couple nonths. Mmsaid |
should just wait for next year cause this year is haf over
aready, and | aready vent to 2 different schools this year. |
like schod, but I don't get to go as muich as | vant.

M baby sister Andrea got it easy. Mmand Dad never yell
at her. And when we stay wth Jayla or Tiana, they pay all

In 2003, Directions For Youth & Families helped 5,626 Franklin

. : 0 H *
Children who move from school to school have an absenteeism rate 33% higher than average County children in their homes, schools, and neighborhoods.

* Community Research Partners Outreach Newsletter




