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DFYF  Youth Travel 
to Kentucky

What’s the best thing about spring break here at 
Ohio Ave? Yes you guessed it, our annual trip to Tim 
Horton’s Camp Kentahten in Campbellsville, Kentucky. 

This year forty-nine youth from the Ohio 
Avenue and Short Stop Youth Center’s attended 
camp from April 1st to April 3rd. The trip started with 
a 5 hour charter bus ride to the camp filled with the 
chatter of excited youth, sleepy snores, and then 
the dreaded questions of “are we there yet?”   When 
pulling up to the gates of Camp Kentahten, youth 
could barely contain their joy and excitement.  

The first day at camp started with lunch, the first 
of many great meals the kids would enjoy while at camp. 
Their first activity was a hike in the woods where they 
played games like ‘Camouflage’.  Youth learned to use 

the nature around them to blend in and hide during this fun 
game.  That evening the youth participated in a campfire 
activity.  At the campfire everyone enjoyed stories from 
camp leaders, sung camp songs and devoured s’mores. 

The next day, Youth got to climb Tango Tower, 
a four-story climbing tower, and free fall on the big 
swing. Also, the kids showed off their creativity 
with mask making and their ingenuity when creating 
a device to protect an egg that was dropped from 
over 30 feet. The evening activity this night was a 
talent show where the kids also got to display their 
talent during the Kentahten’s Got Talent. This talent 
show allowed the youth to entertain and impress 
other camp goers through songs, dances and skits. 

During the final day at camp youth got the 
choice between 3 different I-Choose activities. Youth 
got to choose between archery, building a fire, or shrinky 
dinks. After the final meal it was time to head home, a 
5 hour charter bus ride home filled with the chatter of 
exhausted youth, some much needed snores, and then 
the questions of “when do we get to go back to camp?”



Four Percussion Performances
This quarter the Ohio Avenue 

music program continues to amaze 
us.  With four performances this past 
winter, the young musicians shared 
their developing talents at various 
venues.  On December 31st, the World 
Percussion Ensemble performed 
a twenty-minute set at First Night 
Columbus, which was held at Veterans 
Memorial.  The performance was even 
featured by a local TV station on the 
evening’s news, which I’m sure was 
exciting for the children.

 During the winter season, students performed twice at the 
January 21st MLK day celebration at the King Arts Complex.  The 
young musicians were joined by Ohio Avenue dancer Deneisha H. 
for their version of Pride (In the Name of Love) by U2.  
 Youth also performed on January 31st at The Riffe Gallery 
opening for their Ohio Arts League Curated Exhibition.  For the 
hour set, percussion students provided upbeat music for the gallery 
. Lastly, the World Percussion Ensemble and the Ohio Avenue 
Dancers were the featured group during  a two hour performance 
at this years United Way: Champion of Children event.  Youth 
performed for a crowd of more than three hundred people at the 
downtown Westin Hotel, on the 2nd floor ballroom.  The students 
really enjoyed being in the mist of some of Columbus leaders, such 
as: CEO of United Way, Janet Jackson and special guest honoree 
Geoffrey Canada, creator of the Harlem Children’s Zone. 
 The Music department have several upcoming performances 
scheduled for this spring and summer.  Starting this May, the 
musicians will perform at several Saturday Farmer’s Markets at 

North Market (May 18, June 22 & July 20).  Likewise students 
will make an appearance at the Juneteenth Festival at Franklin Park 
on June 14th from 2-3 pm as well as at the Lazy Day’s Festival 
in Grandview on July 27th from 4:45-6pm.  Finally the youth will 
perform at the Ohio State Fair on July 29 & July 31 from 12:30-
2:30pm both days.  Needless to say, the music department will have 
a busy but yet enjoyable summer.

African Masks 
Impress Group of 

Young Artists
On Feb. 7th a group of ten after school 

students, traveled to Otterbein University in 
Westerville, Ohio for a private viewing of 
its extensive private collection of African 
Masks, at the campus’s Frank Museum 
of Art.  Professor Nicholas Hill, Director 
of the Frank Museum of Art, generously 
provided youth the opportunity to view 
the delicate and unique masks up close.  
Youth gathered around, studying the masks 
and engaged in studious conversation 
regarding the masks origins and uses.  The 
young artists created several sketches and 
drawings of their favorite masks.  In the 
weeks to follow, several youth transferred 
their images into a digital platform using 
Photoshop to create colorful images of the 
masks studied at Frank Museum.



March Family Fun Day
 On Saturday March 9th, Ohio Avenue Youth Center held its 
third Family Fun Day.  Bringing youth and their Families together on 
this Saturday provided opportunities for family fun.   

The event featured several activities for youth and families to 
do together--a fuse bead craft in the art department, karaoke and a 
guitar class in music department, recreational team-building exercises 
and fitness games in the gym, along with yoga and dance activities. 

Likewise, the two large group games of Minute to Win It and 
Jeopardy were offered.  Working in teams, families had a minute to 
complete entertaining challenges during the Minute to Win It games.  
In Jeopardy, families worked together to answer Jeopardy questions.  It 
came down to the final Jeopardy question to decide the winning team.  

Youth enjoyed the photo booth, where families had fun snapping 
silly photos while using the masks, hats, and props provided.  While 
everyone enjoyed the Raising Cain’s meal at lunch, and everyone 
eagerly awaited the calling of the ticket numbers to reveal the family 
fun day raffle winners. 

We will be holding our next Family Fun Day--our summer 
bash--on June 1, 2013. 

Youth Curiously View 
Artworks

This March, twelve Ohio Avenue youth 
toured The Ohio Arts Council Riffe Gallery 
featuring the Ohio Art League Curated Exhibition 
showing works by 18 different Ohio artists.   
The youth were greeted by Mary Gary, Gallery 
Director, who provided an art scavenger hunt 
for the youth.  Youth wandered through the 
gallery engaging the art works with curious eyes, 
searching for the artistic answers to their curator’s 
clues.  After viewing the art, students gathered 
together to share their findings.  The group’s 
overall favorite work was Chiaroscuro, by artist 
Virginia Kistler—an installed work featuring cut 
plastic sheeting hanging from the ceiling in an 
undulating form like a spiny serpent.  The young 
artists were inspired by the unique art works and 
the endless possibilities art can provide for them. 



Friday Family Nights
In January, Ohio Avenue began holding monthly 

Friday Family Nights for it’s after school youth and their 
immediate families.  These events provide families with 
the opportunity to be engage in the many activties ohio 
ave offers.  At each event, the center includes activities 
like music, art, dance, recreation and fitness for the 
youth and their families to participate together.   After 
activities, everyone joins together for a meal followed 
by a large group activity. 
 Our first Friday Family Night was held January 
25th, 2013. The theme of this event was, A Night At The 
Movies, starring hit movie “Dairy of a Wimpy Kid- Dog 
Days”.  After everyone had their fill on sub sandwiches, 
and popcorn. We then featured the give-away with door 
prize gift baskets and Kroger gift cards.  
             Our next Friday Family Night was held February 
22nd. After a pizza dinner and brownies, families 

participated in Ohio Avenue’s Amazing Race game.  
Teams worked together to complete challenges in all 
the programming areas to receive clues and finally 
solve a puzzle.  Everyone had fun playing the exciting 
and fast paced game.
 Lastly on March 29th, families enjoyed another 
fun filled popcorn and movie night.  Activities were 
offered in program areas where many created colorful 
spring flowers and butterflies in art.  After dinner, a 
viewing a “Wreck it Ralph” was showed.  Families and 
youth enjoyed playing Easter trivia and a Jelly Bean 
guessing game.  Everyone received treats and four 
winners received Easter gift baskets or Kroger gift 
cards.  
 The Friday Family Nights provided after school 
participants the opportunity to have fun while bringing 
together people within the community for fellowship 
and friendship.  The addition of Family Nights was 
made possible by the generous support of the Harry C. 
Moore Foundation.

It’s  Almost Time For 
Summer Camp!!!

            As we prepare for summer 
programming here at Ohio Ave, we 
are excited to bring new literacy 
enrichment subjects such as math 

and reading, motivational activities and of coarse a 
summer is not summer with out great field trips.  Sign-
up will be available early may, first offered to In-house 
students; then we will generate a waiting list for the 
surrounding community. Ohio Avenue Staff is excited 
for summer programming , so stay tuned and see what  
DFYF will do next.


